Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

A Discipleship Parish
April 19, 2026... Third Sunday of Easter

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

Today’s gospel focus on community rather than on the
individual. The two disciples left Jerusalem and traveled
to Emmaus. In the gospels for the Easter vigil and on
Easter morning, Mary Magdalene encounters Jesus, but is
told immediately to give the news of the resurrection to
the apostles. She becomes the apostle to the Apostles. In
the gospel last week, Thomas struggles with doubt when
he is away from the community but is able to make an act
of faith when he is with the others. Easter is about some-
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thing more than just me and Jesus. It takes the Word of
God in a community for each of us to get a handle on the
resurrection.

In the gospel today we see a small community of two dis-
cussing the events that have happened during the past
days as they travel down the road to Emmaus. They
thought Jesus was the one; but then, he died on the Cross.
This broke their hearts. Then they heard a woman say that
he is alive. Is that even possible? Jesus joined them on the
road, but they did not recognize him. He explained to
Moses and the prophets how it was necessary for the
Messiah to dic and to nisc again. When they stopped for
the night, they invited Jesus to have supper with them.
Suddenly, this supper takes on a two-fold meaning. It is
an act of hospitality, but the description is also that of the
Mass: Jesus “took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and
gavce it to them.” Hospitality and liturgy arc both commu-
nal actions, and in this community, they recognized the
risen Jesus.

As they reflected on their dinner with Jesus, the two said:
“Were not our hearts burning within us while [Jesus]
spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?”
Somehow, they were touched by the words of Jesus in a
way that was powerful and deep. As they listened, they
actually felt something happening in their bodies. We
think here of heart burning not as a painful thing like
“heartburn,” but more like a purifying experience that
cuts through the trash of lite to the real. The Truth. For
example: you may rcad a passage from Scripture a hun-
dred times. You practically know it by heart. Then you
hear someone clse read it to you, and you get a wholly
new insight into the message for you. It takes your breath
away.

This is the Easter season. It is a time of grace. It is a sca-
son of new life, spring flowers, lcaves on the trees, and
birds building their nests. St. Augustine said that we are
“Easter people.” And so we would normally cclebrate the
joy with each other. Except we now have constraints of
isolation, social distancing and face masks. But even so,
it is essential to keep the communal spirit of Easter alive.

Fr. George Nellikunnel, Pastor
St. Aloysius and St. Cabrini
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It is hard to belicve we are half=way through the last quarter of the 2025-2026
school year. We are closing in on the last month of school! Tuesday, April 21 Honor
Cord Mass. Tuesday, April 28, Alumni Mass and breakfast and Tuesday, May 5, May
Crowning at our all school Mass. Graduation Mass s Sunday, May 17th at 11:00am
Mass. Our last day of school is Wednesday, May 20 with an 11:30am dismissal. We
wish our families all the blessings of the Easter scason!

Alumni Mass and Breakfast, Tuesday. April 28. The moring begins with 8:20am
Mass and breakfast to follow in the church basement. All St. Aloysius Alumni are
welcome!

All-school Mass will be Tuesday, April 21 at 8:20am. All are welcome!

Congratulations to all our 7th & 8th graders who participated in the Science Fair
where innovative projects, critical thinking, and a passion for science were showcased.
We are so proud of the in-depth research, creative experiments, presentations and
hours of hard work displayed by our students! Special congratulations to our top win-
ners!

Thank you to all the volunteers for making Bingo a great success! The
program necds a few, steady workers. I know that this will en-
sure the continued success of this most important fundraiser.
- Don’t forget to join us for Bingo at Caritas Hall, (909 E Con-
verse), Saturday, April 25 at 11:45am for Early Bird, other
games begin at noon. Play bingo during our times, help make
this a tun and profitable activity for St. Aloysius School! Also a
special thank you to Rhonda that makes sure everything run
smoothly each week. Please consider volunteering. Volunteers are needed! You can
text or call Rhonda (217) 670-4458. Thank you for your support.

Protect Your Kids Online ... Do you wish that somcone had told you carly on
about the dangers of pornography? Do you cver wonder how to introduce the topic to
your kids and when? The average age of first exposure to porn is 8 to 10 years

old. When girls internalize the harmful images in porn, they are likely to have issues
with self-esteem, body image, and relationships, and 58% of girls have scen porn by
age 12. The resources at go.dio.org/2XY will help your children learn about healthy
intimacy and understand healthy scxuality as well as protect them from the damage
that pornography can do to their brain and to their relationships. Questions? Contact
Gracie at 217-321-1124 or gortiz@dio.org.

The Holy Goalie,” Bishop Thomas John Paprocki will be returning to the ice and
HOCKEY WITH PAPROCKI clg:fcnding lh¢ g9a1 to bcnc.ﬁt Catholic C h.aritics Legal Scr—
BLAEHTTINE CATAOLI CAANITIES LEBALSERTIEES vices (CCLS) program during the upcoming Hockey with
i Paprocki fundraiser. This event will be held on Saturday,
< May 2, 2026 at 3:30pm at the Nelson Center [ce Rink
‘ (1601 N 5th Street). Tickets for adults can be purchased
online for $10 or $15 at the door. Advanced tickets may
be purchased at: https://cc.dio.org/events/hockey-pap. We
are offering a special Catholic School student discount of
$5 per ticket for admission to this hockey fundraiser. A
fun cvent you won’t want to miss!

i

NELSON CENTER

Our next Family Mass is Sunday, April 26 at 11:00am Mass. Please join us.
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— Parish Data —

PARISH CALENDAR Weekly Offering
April 19  11:00am Morning Mass
April 21 8:20am  Morning Mass (All School Mass) Week 38 March29 | Total to Date
April 22 9:00am Legion of Mary
April 22 2:00pm Capital Campaign Meeting | Weekly Offertory $23,664.00 $289,288.07
AR 23 7:00am Morning Mass Shepherd one Student $450.00 $14,953.00
April 24 7:00am Adoration . T
April 24 5:00pm Benediction
April 24 5:30pm Rosary | Building Fund $255.00 $30,827.00
April 24 6:00pm Evening Mass
April 25 8:30am Street Ministry (St. Cabrini) Bingo $933..00 $52,995.00
April 25 11:45am Bingo
April 25 3:30pm Confessions § The budgeted amount is the minimal required to maintain services, em-
April 25 4:00pm _Evening Mass [ples bt e e
April 26 11:00am Morning Mass (Family Mass) § weckly Offerings budget for the month of March is $40,000.00. We have

received 130% ol needed funding to meet essentials.

April 28 8:20am Morning Mass (Alumni Mass)
Parish Community Tithe

As you have read in the Catholic Times, the Annual Catholic Ser-

Special Prayers and Blessin . ; ; . A :
Q"—“ P y 9 ] \vices Appeal has been discontinued. The diocese will be assessing
. . pl . ~ . . =

Il._/;\__l ﬁ.l ﬁ its parishes on a monthly basis, based on 10% of its income each
Carson Lee Emmons month to provide the needs of our diocesan church. Please consid-

4 p ik ‘ .

) baptized into the Catholic faith. er increasing your giving to the parish by the amount you previ-

W fiss. 3 Chiter Tasiig il ously gave to ACSA, so that we can handle this new monthly, pay-
€ proless. m Lhnst Jesus, our Lord.  § 44 we-go obligation. February Tithe - $3,362.00.

Weekly Attendance - April 11-12 Dew"“’"e"' Deficits

Sat 4:00pm | Sun 11:00am Total  |April total | UnPaid Diocesan Liabilities
Paid
60 144 204 499 |, ount owed $210.462.08
(March 18, 2026) ’ )

Parish Ministry Schedule - April 25-26

Saturday 7:00pm Sunday 11:00am
Cantor Children’s Choir
Lector Gary McCandless Family Mass
E.M. Gary McCandless, Matt Noonan Mikki Buhl, Dave Klestinski
Servers Rachel Schrenk Kinsley Adams, Don Guimking

In charity, please remember in your prayers... 2024... Steven Young Patricia Durako, Regina
Rakers, Sandra Scott, David Daniels, Halfred Hildebrand, Jr., Joseph Perkinton,
Charles Bedolli, Samuel and Bonnie Falzone, James Selinger, Tom Stevens, Frank
Tucker James Bartlett. 2025... Larry Forbes, Marilyn Gustafson, Kenna Diaz, Kay Mor-
row, Judith Guinn, William Bredemeyer, Annette Raffa, David Jones, Judith Bregowy,
August Egger, Patricia Cox, Rita Smarjesse. 2026... Caroline Dietrich, Judy Tucker,
George Ann Madison, and Norma Capranica.
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Parish Bulletin Board

St. Aloysius and St. Cabrini new mass schedule has begun! Weekday Mass Schedule
SN 1S~ Monday - no mass. Tuesday 8:20am Mass at St. Aloysius

(7:00am - June-August), no Mass - St. Cabrini on Tuesday. Wednes-
day - 8:00am Mass - St. Cabrini, no Mass - St. Aloysius. Thursday,
7:00am Mass - St. Aloysius, no Mass at St. Cabrini. Friday 8:00am
Mass - St. Cabrini and 6:00pm - St. Aloysius. Weekend Mass sched-
ule ... Saturday - 4:00pm, St. Aloysius. Sunday, 9:00am - St. Cabrini
and Sunday,11:00am - St. Aloysius.

MASS TIMES

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held every Friday from 7:00am - 5:00pm in
the Chapel. All are invited to spend time in quiet prayer before the Lord. In the
Blessed Sacrament, Jesus is truly present, waiting to meet you, to listen to you, and to
pour out His grace upon you. Whether you come for a few minutes or a longer visit,
this is a beautiful opportunity to step away from the busyness of life and rest in His
presence. Time spent in Adoration strengthens our relationship with Christ, deepens
our faith, and brings peace to our hearts. Consider making a regular commitment to
visit the Lord each week or month. “Could you not keep watch with me for one
hour?” (Matthew 26:40) Come and spend time with the One who loves you most.
There is an open time slot from 4:00 - 5:00pm each Friday. If you are available to take
a week, or the slot please call the parish office.(217-544-4554)

A Pilgrimage of Hope... A Pilgrimage to Italy. Join Fr. George on a 10 day pilgrimage
to Italy from October 5-15, 2026. Highlights include visiting the Vatican Museums,
joining other pilgrims from around the world for an audience with His Holiness, the
Pope (subject to the Holy Father’s schedule and health). Visiting the birthplace of St.
Aloysius, and the shrine of St. Aloysius. A visit to the birth place of St. Francis
Cabrini. The pilgrimage features daily Mass, first-class hotels, private luxury transpor-
tation, professional guides, and all admission fees. Cost is $4,995.00 per person
(includes round-trip airfare, taxes, meals, and more). For details or to register, vis-

it Holy Land Tours LLC @ holylandtoursllc@gmail.com or Jiryis Alyateem @1-503-
866-5698. Registration is due by June 30, 2026. Informational flyers are in church.

Pope Leo XIV declared a Special Year of St. Francis to mark the 800th anniversary of
his death, running until January 2027. During this time, the faithful can obtain a plena-
ry indulgence by visiting Franciscan churches or praying spiritually if unable to travel,
following the usual conditions of going to Confession, receiving the Eucharist, and
praying for the pope’s intentions (e.g., one Our Father and Hail Mary). In the Diocese
of Springfield, one can make a pilgrimage to St. Francis of Assisi Church in Teutopo-
lis, St. Francis of Assisi Church in Springfield, or St. Francis Adoration Chapel in Al-
ton (home of the Sisters of St. Francis of Martyr St. George).

The Flower Calendar is available in the vestibule of the church.. You have the op-
3 M) portunity to honor a birthday or anniversary, or remember a loved
oyl .; one on their special day. Please put your remembrance on the chart,
1) and put $40.00 in the envelope with your name/remembrance and
% /% /) , contact information on the index card. Your remembrance will be in
"~ W0 "0 the bulletin and a beautiful bouquet of flowers will be placed on the
Altar for your weekend on your behalf.

This weeks flower intention is in memory of Carrie Eichen.

This weekend is our collection for the Catholic Home Missions appeal. The Appeal
primarily supports those dioceses in the United States that are unable to offer their
people the basic pastoral ministries of word, worship and service without outside help.
It may also give grants for particular projects and to organizations engaged in mission-
ary work. There is a special envelope in your packet for Home Missions.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish

Parish Calendar... Please let the parish
office know of events, meetings, etc. for
the church calendar to avoid scheduling
conflicts. This includes the church base-
ment.

Thank you... The advertisements that
appear in this bulletin completely defray
all publishing costs which the church
would otherwise incur. Please patronize
the sponsors on the back of this bulletin
and thank them for their kind generosity.

St. Aloysius Prayer Chain... If you
have a special intention or someone
whom you would like prayers offered
please email Mrs. Vikki Warren...
whomper5@aol.com

Stewardship ... Gracious and loving
) God, we understand that
"4 s youcallus to be stew-
E “ iﬁi ards of your abundance,
) = the caretakers of all you
) = have entrusted to us.
W2 Help us to use your gifts
= Wisely and to share them
generously. May our
faithful stewardship be the hallmark of
our discipleship, a visible sign of our
commitment to Christ. We pray with
grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mass

Intentions
April 20 Easter Weekday

April 21
8:20am

Easter Weekday
Leonard Naumovich+

April 22 Easter Weekday

April 23
7:00am

Easter Weekday
All Souls+

April 24
6:00pm

Easter Weekday
Steve Crouch+

April 25 Easter Weekday

April 26 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sat 4:00pm Regina Rakers+

Sun11:00am All Parishioners +




Around the Church

Prayer Warriors are welcome to pray in front of Springfield
Planned Parenthood 601 N. Bruns Lane. For more infor-
mation... www.springfieldrtl.org.

Sign up to receive diocesan pro-life newsletter... Stay
i rooted in the Gospel of Life and connected to
!EI : pro-life efforts across our diocese. Get quarterly
= updates on prayer opportunities, formation, ad-
vocacy, and human dignity issues, no fundrais-
ing, ever. Sign up today! Scan the QR code.

Celebrating Mother's of all Parishes are invited to attend!
Springfield Deanery Council of Catholic Women
Spring Meeting Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:00am at Christ the
King Parish (1930 Barberry Drive). Deadline to RSVP May
4th. Questions? Deb Pilapil, President - 217-361-7165. Guest
Speaker: Mr. Jarid Brown, Executive Director of the Washing-
ton Street Mission “Restoring hope, faith, and lives” . Rosary
led by members of the CTK Legion of Mary. * Door Prizes
and 50/50 raffle! « Breakfast will be served by the CTK Altar
& Rosary Society. « Please consider bringing items for the
WSM such as: coffee creamer, sugar, ramen noodles, canned
fruits, canned meats. Boxed potatoes, rice, pasta & sauce, in-
stant oatmeal packets. * Please bring your can tabs being col-
lected for Jarid Brown.

2026 Women of Distinction. Do you know a woman in the
parish who *Is a member of St. Aloysius.
*Actively lives out her Catholic faith
*Demonstrates her spirituality and shares
her time and talents with a cheerful attitude
by doing acts of service and leadership.
Have someone in mind ? Please put her
name in an envelope marked Women of Distinction to the col-
lection basket or church office by Monday, May 11.

Stewardship Reflection... Third Sunday of Easter. “Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with
you.’”John 20:19. Are you good at making people feel wel-
come? When you meet someone new, like a new neighbor, a
new work colleague or a new parishioner, do you make them
feel at home? When we make people feel welcome, we make
them feel like they are included instead of being excluded. We
are made for relationships with God and each other. When you
see yourself as a beloved son or daughter of God, you tend to
see others the same way, too - just as God, Our Father, sees us.

Mass Intentions... Would you like to offer a Mass for a
loved one? We have many open dates. Please call the Parish
Office (217-544-4554) to schedule an intention.

Pastoral Visit from Bishop Paprocki!
The Bishop will celebrate mass at St. Aloysius
on Sunday, June 21 (Feast of St. Aloysius) @
11:00am Mass. After Mass, Bishop Paprocki
will join parishioners from both St. Aloysius
and St. Cabrini for lunch.

A Women’s Day of Recollection will be held this com-
ing Thursday, April 23, at Sacred Heart Church (730 S. 12th
St.), from 12:45pm - 2:45pm. There will be a meditation
given by a priest, time for silent prayer and reflection, a
doctrinal talk, and Benediction. Confession and spiritual
direction with the priest will be available. All women
throughout the diocese are invited to attend. The spiritual
guidance at the Recollection is entrusted to a priest of the
Prelature Opus Dei.

SRORENISIRRIERE
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=< SPRINGFIELD CATHOLIC CHARITIES ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
=

2572026
O - 8:30 p.m

Kot C Hall 364 | 2200 Meadow Brook R
S50 or $350 for a table of 8

Springfield Catholic Charities 2026 Annual Fundraiser
“Get Your Groove On” Springfield Catholic Charities will
be hosting its Annual Fundraiser on Saturday, April 25,
2026 from 5:00 - 8:30pm. at the Knight of Columbus Hall,
(2200 Meadowbrook Rd). This year’s fundraiser will be
70’s themed and include a costume contest, a fun photo
booth, 70’s trivia and a DJ to help you “Get Your Groove
On”. Event tickets are $50 per person or $350 for a table of
eight and include hors d’oeuvres and drinks. Tickets may be
purchased on our website at: https://cc.dio.org/events/
springfield-2026-annual-fundraiser.

Dominican Sisters... Summer Experience. Summer Immer-
sion Experience 2026 Single Catholic women ages 20-45
who are curious about religious life are invited to a national
service immersion experience hosted by four Dominican
Sisters' congregations in Springfield June 16-20. The group
will live at Sacred Heart Convent and experience the
rhythms of apostolic religious life, which includes commu-
nity life, prayer, active service, and theological reflection.
There is a $50 participation fee, but no woman will be
turned away for lack of funds. Apply soon at spring-
fieldop.org/events or call Sister Denise Glazik, OP, 217-787
-0481 for questions.

Pope Leo XIV’s Monthly Prayer Intention April... For
priests in crisis Let us pray for priests going through mo-
ments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the ac-
companiment they need and that communities may support
them with understanding and prayer.

“Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having
the right to do what we ought.” “I plead with you-never,
ever give up on hope, never doubt, never tire, and never
become discouraged. Be not afraid.” “Only in Christ can
men and women find answers to the ultimate questions that
trouble them. Only in Christ can they fully understand their
dignity as persons created and loved by God. ” ~Saint John
Paul II.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish



April 19, 2026 Written by
THE

Third Sunday of Easter DiscipLE
Acts 2114, 22-33 | 1Pt 1:17-21 | Lk 24:13-35

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

If | lived at the time of Christ and caught Jesus’ eyes while
passing him in the streets, would | recognize him as the
Messiah? You and | are made in the image and likeness of
God. We are the adopted children of the Father. Would

my soul be drawn to Christ as two magnets are drawn to

one another? [ believe that when we are in full and perfect
communion with Christ, our entire being will be drawn to

the Lord and instinctively rejoice in the glory of God. But

on this earth - a world broken by sin - our eyes are clouded
and we do not see clearly. In the Gospel today, as the pair

of disciples encountered Christ, we read that “their eyes
were prevented from recognizing him.” Christ had preached
and worked miracles and died in faithful obedience to the
Father’s will. He had been raised and was present again fully
glorified. Yet, they could not see who it was before them in
that moment. In our world today, it is easy to become blinded
by sin and miss seeing Christ in our midst. But just as he
walked the streets of Nazareth growing up and walked along
the road to Emmaus after his resurrection, Christ continues to
walk among us today.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When we look at the example of the disciples traveling to
Emmaus, we see a blueprint for how we might improve our
vision to see the Lord’s presence more clearly. They listened
carefully as Jesus reminded them of Scripture, they spoke to
him and urged him to remain near to them, and they broke
bread with him. After all of this, “their eyes were opened
and they recognized him.” We can also come to see Christ
more clearly by encountering him in Scripture, by speaking
to him in prayer, and by encountering him in the sacraments
- particularly by regularly receiving the graces offered in
confession and receiving the Eucharist. In doing this, we not
only clear our own vision, but we align our thoughts and
actions to be more like those of Christ, participating in the
Father’s mission to draw humanity back to himself.

§
2
5
3
8

WITNESS

After the disciples recognized Christ, they returned to the
others and “recounted what had taken place on the way.”
This suggests that when we encounter Christ, we are not
meant to keep it to ourselves! This week, consider how you
can humbly share with a friend or family member how you
have encountered Christ.
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K Eliminate the um:ertamty .énaﬁha;tcial
burden with the Staab Family & Associates.

Honoring Life- :

Contact us for your personal visit to Plan Ahead.
217.528.6461 or visit StaabFuneralHomes.com

Springfield ¢ Sherman

ADVERTISE
HERE

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

catholicmatich®
lllinois

CatholicMatch.com/golL

Auto Service

Wayne Shures
Owner

528-9700
750 E Linton

(Behind Burger King
on south 6th)

| INLOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne

Promote your Business
AND Support your Parish.

April Paprocki
apaprocki@diocesan.com
612-867-9831

EWTN.COM/RADIO

2

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
please call the parish office.
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